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 Situation: The AAHC has seen an increase in falls with injury, including mortality. There is a lack of standardized 

criteria for identification of patient risk for major injury post-fall. 

 Assessment/Background: Post-fall Root Cause Analyses (RCAs) have identified gaps in care following a patient fall, 

including lack of standardization of provider post-fall orders and scanning practices, leading to inconsistent nursing 

assessments and monitoring post-fall. These inconsistencies can contribute to delays in recognition of major injury 

that requires urgent treatment to avoid worsening morbidity/mortality. 

  

Recommendation: A post-fall order set has been built and vetted through medical leadership to help standardize 

assessment and monitoring of patients after a fall.  

• Nursing staff will inform the provider when a patient falls, and the provider will initiate the post-fall order set.  

• Provider will review criteria to determine if the patient is at HIGH or LOW risk for MAJOR injury from the fall 

and will select the corresponding orders. 

  

 

 

 

IMPORTANT POINTS TO 

REMEMBER  

• NURSES: When calling providers to 

report a patient fall, please remind 

them to initiate the Adult Post-Fall 

Order Set. 

 

• PROVIDERS: Initiate the Adult Post-

Fall Order Set for EVERY adult 

inpatient fall. 

 

• PROVIDER will select orders for HIGH 

risk or LOW risk for MAJOR injury from 

the fall based on the suggested 

criteria and assessment findings. 

 

• NURSE will initiate post-fall 

monitoring as ordered.  
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